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Cruisin’
for a Cause

What happens when over 3,000 buckeye fans take over
a cruise ship in the middle of February? A five day tailgate
party of epic proportions.
By AL TUCKER

T

e 9th annual Buckeye Cruise for Cancer
took place in February on Royal Caribbean's
Navigator of the Seas. e main goal of the
cruise is to raise funds for the Urban and
Shelley Meyer Fund, and ultimately, find a
cure for cancer.

From the moment we dropped oﬀ our suitcase to get in line for check-in, the anxious
crowd of cruisers were yelling OH-IO. e
chartered ship was completely decked out for
a Buckeye party—from Ohio State banners
hanging high from the 5 story balconies, to a
block O ice sculpture greeting your
entrance to the dining cafe.

You take the elevator to the 2 story pool deck
and hear the Alumni band playing Across the
Field, while the cheerleaders and Brutus work
their way through the suntanning fans. Former OSU players mix and mingle with fellow
cruisers, providing entertainment, autographs
and lots of memories.
One of the more memorable nights was saved
for the final night of the cruise - Buckeye
Karaoke. e theatre was packed as Anthony
Schlegel not only MC’d the evening, but also
opened the night with a duet with his wife
Stephanie, singing Summer Lovin’. He then
brought the crowd to their feet when he came
out as a back up singer and dancer (dressed
in a princess outfit) for the song Let it Go
from Frozen.
e weather was perfect as stops in Labadee
island and Ocho Rio were welcome sights for
the Buckeyes who traveled from Ohio’s winter.
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Both ports became a sea of scarlet and gray as
everyone took advantage of the excursions
available at each stop. Whether it was zip lining
over the water, swimming with dolphins,
climbing Dunes River Falls, or relaxing on the
beach—there was something for everyone—
from the thrill seeker to the one who wanted
to just chill out with a drink and a book.
e Buckeye Cruise for Cancer has helped
raise over 8 million dollars for cancer research!
Proceeds from the Buckeye Cruise for Cancer
benefit the Urban & Shelley Meyer Fund for
Cancer Research and e Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center—Arthur
G. James Cancer Hospital and Richard J.
Solove Research Institute.

